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Background 
In April 2016 the Secretariat was informed by Denmark that the Danish Maritime Authority is in a process of 
restructuring their AIS activities and as part of this process Denmark will take steps to transfer some of the 
international AIS-functions that are currently being handled in the DMA to other actors, with effect from 1 
January 2017. This includes the agreement the DMA has with HELCOM on the HELCOM AIS Information 
Centre regarding handling of AIS-data from the Baltic Sea Countries and Norway (Norway has been a full 
member of the HELCOM AIS network and signatory of the AIS Agreement since 2005). 

The 27th Meeting of the Expert Working Group for Mutual Exchange and Deliveries of AIS & Data (AIS EWG 
27-2016) was held in St. Petersburg, Russia, 31 May – 1 June 2016. An extract of the outcome of AIS EWG 27-
2016 reflecting the detailed discussions on hosting of HELCOM AIS Server is attached to this document. 

HOD 50-2016 (15-16 June 2016) considered a new hosting arrangement for the regional HELCOM AIS, taking 
note that all Contracting Parties present at AIS EWG 27-2016 meeting agreed that the regional HELCOM AIS 
service is both used and highly needed and should be continued. 

HOD 50-2016 took note that the change in hosting by Norway does not create any direct fees/ costs to the 
Contracting Parties. 

HOD 50-2016 noted that the new hosting solution does not cover services for generation of statistics and 
that this function will require that the Secretariat collects resources from EU projects or similar sources. 

HOD 50-2016 took note that the relocation of the HELCOM AIS system is not linked to any renegotiation of 
the existing AIS Agreement and that HELCOM Recommendation 33/1 has to be updated to reflect the 
migration of hosting.  

HOD 50-2016 took note that nearly 1/3 of the actions included in the Roadmap for HELCOM activities on 
ecosystem approach are depending on or benefiting from HELCOM AIS data. 

HOD 50-2016 decided, according to recommendation by AIS EWG 27-2016, to move the HELCOM AIS services 
from Denmark (DMA) to Norway (Kystverket) before the end of 2016, in order to avoid breaks in the service. 

HOD 50-2016 took note that all Baltic Sea EU member states are providing AIS information to EMSA via the 
HELCOM AIS, and that hosting by Norway would ensure the continuation of this service. 

HOD 50-2016 invited the Secretariat and the Contracting Parties to take the necessary steps for the migration 
of the hosting of HELCOM AIS, including arranging a meeting between the Secretariat, Norway, Denmark and 
EMSA. 

The Secretariat organized a tele-meeting on 28 June 2016, with participation from Norway and EMSA. 
Denmark was not able to participate due to technical problems. At the meeting Norway informed that 
arrangements for the new AIS hosting will be initiated during early autumn 2016. The Secretariat will circulate 
further information on the process as soon as available. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AIS%20EWG%2027-2016-290/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20AIS%20EWG%2027-2016.pdf
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Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to 

− take note of the termination of the agreement between the Danish Maritime Authority (DMA) and 
HELCOM on the HELCOM AIS Information Centre, as of 1 January 2017, regarding handling of AIS data 
from the Baltic Sea countries and Norway; 

− take note of the decision by HOD 50-2016 to move the HELCOM AIS services from Denmark (DMA) 
to Norway (Kystverket) before the end of 2016. 
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Extract of the outcome of AIS EWG 27-2016 

 

Agenda Item 5  Maintaining and further development of HELCOM AIS 

Documents: 5-1, 5-2 

Hosting of HELCOM AIS Server 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark on the Danish decision to discontinue 
the agreement with HELCOM on hosting the HELCOM AIS server and user interface with effect 1 January 
2017 (document 5-1). 

5.2 The Meeting thanked Denmark for the contributions made over the last decade to the 
HELCOM AIS network. 

5.3 All the Delegations present agreed that the regional HELCOM AIS service is both used and 
highly needed and should be continued. 

5.4 The Meeting considered the minimum requirements of the HELCOM AIS network for a future 
host and for clarity drafted a list of minimum and additional functions as follows: 

MINIMUM (functions provided by host): 

− Providing sharing of joint, real time of live data stream between members of the 
network with the needed processing (Removing duplicates) 

− Sufficient reliability of live data stream service 24/7. 
− Compiling and storing historic data from live data stream and enabling retrieval. 

ADDITIONAL (functions to be implemented by interested CPs/ Secretariat): 

− Statistics  
− Web-based clients 
− Monitoring the quality of data 
− Extensive historic databases 

5.5 The Meeting agreed to the minimum requirements from EMSA in order that the regional 
server should be considered to be a component of the central SSN system: 

− Collection, storage, back-up and re-distribution as well as monitoring the availability and quality of 
the data. 

− Furthermore, the server shall comply with the security and reliability requirements of the SSN system 
and relay AIS data from the national SSN systems of the EU Member States to the central SSN system. 

5.6 The Meeting discussed different options for hosting arrangements of the HELCOM AIS network 
and resulting historic data based on the identified priorities. 

5.7 The Meeting took note that Norway (Kystverket) was ready to host the HELCOM AIS network. 
In addition, Gatehouse provided an offer presented by the Chair and Russia informed they might ask further 
in the Federal Marine Agency for national possibilities of hosting the AIS network. 

5.8 The Meeting took note of the reply by Finland to the DMA announcement (document 5-2) and 
noted the Finnish support for the suggestion to ask the HELCOM Secretariat to take over the maintenance of 
HELCOM network and the related services. 

5.9 The Meeting took note that several Contracting Parties supported the general idea that the 
HELCOM AIS would be hosted by a non-state entity including the HELCOM Secretariat. 

5.10 Estonia extended gratitude to the Danish Maritime Administration and supported the proposal 
for the HELCOM Secretariat to take over the management and maintenance of HELCOM AIS services. 

5.11 The Meeting took note of the information from the Secretariat that it would be possible for 
the Secretariat to maintain the HELCOM AIS in the future as the competence of the Secretariat in AIS is 
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growing but it would likely require a longer preparatory period to gather resources and get necessary 
decisions from HELCOM HOD. 

5.12 The Meeting took note of the information from EMSA that HELCOM is one of four regional 
centres providing AIS data to EMSA and agreed that as a priority the flow of AIS data should continue and 
should not be risked. 

5.13 The Meeting noted that while the involvement of a commercial operator like Gatehouse could 
have its benefits it would have to be, for EMSA and HELCOM purposes, tied to a public body like the HELCOM 
Secretariat or a national agency, and would require public tendering as well as corresponding special 
contributions to the HELCOM budget or to a national institution. 

5.14 The Meeting took note of the information from the Secretariat that a similar funding scheme 
as the one to be applied in the case of a commercial operator was recently attempted for the HELCOM STW 
but did not succeed due to administrative difficulties. 

5.15 The Meeting welcomed the offer from Norway to host HELCOM AIS based on the minimum 
requirements and decided to recommend to HELCOM HOD that the Secretariat and the Contracting Parties 
would take the necessary steps to move the HELCOM AIS services from Denmark (DMA) to Norway 
(Kystverket) before the end of 2016. 

5.16 The Meeting requested that a meeting should be arranged between Norway, Denmark, EMSA 
and the HELCOM Secretariat close to the migration of the hosting of HELCOM AIS. 

 


	Background
	Action requested
	 Collection, storage, back-up and re-distribution as well as monitoring the availability and quality of the data.
	 Furthermore, the server shall comply with the security and reliability requirements of the SSN system and relay AIS data from the national SSN systems of the EU Member States to the central SSN system.

